NP\W/T Use with DermaClose® RC Technique Guide

Negative pressure wound therapy has become a standard of care with many
clinicians that treat complex wounds. This guide will help clinicians better incorporate
the use of the DermaClose® RC continuous external tissue expander with the NPWT
devices. This guide assumes the reader has a familiarity with NPWT.

Below are a few points to take into consideration when using these two products
together.

«In order to minimize the potential for the NPWT foam impeding tissue expansion it
may be helpful to cut the size of the foam substantially smaller than the wound bed. (Fig 1)

«The NPWT foam dressing can be placed either above (Fig 2) or below (Fig 3) the
DermacClose tension line.

- For deeper wounds it may be desirable to put the NPWT foam in the wound bed
below the DermaClose tension line.

«When the foam is placed below the tension line it is recommended that a
Vaseline gauze or Adaptic (Systagenix, Quincy, MA) be applied on top of
the foam. (Fig 3-a)

« For shallower wounds it may be desirable to put the NPWT foam in the wound bed
over the DermaClose tension line. (Fig 2)

» Once the DermaClose is placed and tension is applied, cover the DermaClose skin
anchors and tension line and NPWT foam with Adaptic. This will ensure that the
drape will not restrict the tension line.

« Place a closed cell material similar to a Telfa® pad (Covidien, Mansfield, MA), or
DuoDerm?® (ConvaTec, Skillman, NJ) beneath the tension controller. (Do not use an
open cell material or gauze as this may cause blistering under the tension controller
or bridge tubing.)

«The NPWT drape can be placed over the entire area that is covered by Adaptic that
includes the skin anchors and the tension controller.

- It may be helpful to set the negative pressure pump on an intermittent setting to
allow for periods of time where the tissue expansion from the DermaClose is not
impeded by the negative pressure.
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